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A& New Jerome Biblical Commentary 66:56

2. Quoting 2 Thess 1:3, St. Augustine said, “This he said so that they might not be elated

over this great blessing which they enjoyed from God, as if it were something they

possessed of themselves. Seeing, therefore, that your faith grows exceedingly and your
charity for each other increases, as the Apostle says, we ought to thank God in your
regard, and not praise you as if you possessed all this of yourselves.” (CCSS p.141)

3. Should Suffering Shake Our Faith (Excerpts from Bishop Robert Barron’s book

Redeeming The Time — Gospel Perspectives on the Challenges of the Hour, pp.212-214)

The apologist for atheism or naturalism quite readily asks the believer, “How could you
possibly assert the existence of a loving God given the Holocaust, school shootings,
tsunamis that kill hundreds of thousands of people, pandemics, etc.?”” | find this argument

from evil utterly unconvincing.

For | don’t think that anyone who reads the Scriptures carefully could ever conclude that
belief in a loving God is somehow incompatible with suffering. (Noah/ordeal of a flood,
Abraham/sacrifice of beloved son, Moses/liberator prevented from entering the Promised
Land, David/punished for adultery and murder, Jeremiah/rejected and sent into exile,
Israel/enslaved, exiled by enemies, Jesus/crucified.)

The biblical authors saw no contradiction whatsoever between affirming the existence of
a loving God and the fact of human suffering. Rather, they appreciated it as ingredient in

the plan of God, and they proposed various schemata for understanding this: as

punishment for sin; as a spiritual purification in his people; might be the only way that,

given the conditions of a finite universe, God could bring about certain goods.
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